
Local Emergency Planning Committee  

Suburban Cook County 

Meeting November 13, 2019  

At Bedford Public Library 

Members in attendance: 
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Tracy Zylo 
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Mark Kiefhaber 

Gustavo Garcia 

Jimmy Thompson 

Marty Villmek 

David Cozzi 

Spencer Kimura 

Kristine Wienberg 

Chris Owen  

  

Jerry DeLira 

Amy Herndon    

Chris Antonopoulos  

Kamlesh Kapupara 

Jacob Hassan 

Kyle Malec 

Amy Bryla 

Adam Reynolds 

Aaron Thomas                                                

                                      

                                

Introductions & Affiliations: 

Introductions and affiliations were made. There were reported 5 functional groups 

present; therefore, a quorum was met and the meeting was called to order at 10:00 am 

by chair John Lillquist.   J. Lillquist requested all members who have not taken the Open 

Meetings Act (OMA) and FOIA training to please do so; members were instructed that 

completion for the OMA is a requirement for all and that new certificates of completion 

should be forward to J. Lillquist. J. Lillquist requested all members review and update 

email addresses as needed stating this information will be used to update the current 

database. 

   

Minutes from the September 11th Meetings were reviewed;  minutes were individually 

approved by Marty Villmek, 2nd by David Cozzi. 

 

Sub-Committee Reports:  

• Emergency Response Plan -John Karouzos – not present, no report 

• Right-To-Know – Dave Silke –  Gary Kulhan reported on Dave Silke’s current 

outreach efforts focusing on facilities that store/utilize chlorine 



• Public Education & Information - B. Welter –  Upcoming meetings with School 

Boards, and progresses in utilizing apps such as “One Seat Geek” when searching 

for emergency shelters                                                                 

• Emergency Response & Resources-David Cozzi highlighted contemporary  

“Topics of Presentations” and extended an open invitation for future requests   

• Chemical Facility Liaison- Kristine Wienberg -stated nothing to report at this 

time 

 

Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness (HMEP) Grant 

John Lillquist reiterated the goal of Suburban Cook LEPC Hazardous Materials 

Emergency Preparedness\would be to: 1, expound the Commodity Flow Study 

previously conducted by the Chicago LEPC, and 2, expand on the previous Chicago LEPC 

study with emphasis on our interdependent relationship of HAZMAT transport and 

response throughout Cook County. 

 

Update on the status of the HMEP Grant was presented by Kristine Wienberg: HMEP 

Grant Funds have been awarded. Chief John Keiser has generously agreed to assemble a 

steering committee with the first meeting to be held in January of 2020.    Special thanks 

were extended to Chief Keiser as well as Deputy Director Jeffery Singer with the Cook 

County Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Response.  

 

Gary Kulhan added the Suburban Cook LEPC Emergency Response Plan (ERP) is an active 

document that is constantly updated; HMEP Grant funds dedicated to an exercise will 

be allocated for challenging the ERP as it applies to transportation of hazardous and 

extremely hazardous chemistries as they are transported through our communities. 

    
 

LEPC John Lillquist provided an overview of materials, resources, and training available on the 

IEMA website, focus was placed on the following:  

Check Website: 

              https://ww2.illinois.gov/iema/training/pages/default/aspx 

IEMA Website:  

              https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Pages/default.aspx  

Ready Illinois: 

https://www2.illinois.gov/ready/Pages/default.aspx#tabitem2https://www2.illinois.gov

/iema/Preparedness 

 

 

https://ww2.illinois.gov/iema/training/pages/default/aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/ready/Pages/default.aspx#tabitem2https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness
https://www2.illinois.gov/ready/Pages/default.aspx#tabitem2https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness


 

TIER II Update 

John Lillquist stated an IEMA representative is scheduled to provide an in-depth 

presentation addressing the Tier II system at the January 2020 meeting.  

 

Presentation – Mr. Jacob Hassan: On Scene Coordinator (OSC), U.S. EPA Region 5 presented 

several of the numerous challenges that presented themselves as a result of the MPG 

Industries facility fire located in the Joliet Industrial Park, occurring on Saturday, August 

3, 20198.  OSC Hassan’s presentation, in part, expounded on: immediate controls 

applied to protect the adjacent farm lands and receiving storm waters systems; non-

cooperation, poor/inadequate house and recordkeeping, on the part of facility 

personnel, that may have hindered the efficacy of response efforts; continued site-

stabilization and clean-up schemes and the myriad intergovernmental agencies 

involved.  

 

The next meeting was reported scheduled for 10am, January 15, 2020 at the Bedford Park 

Library. 

 

Member Comments:  None at the time. 

 

Public Comments:  None at the time. 

 

Meeting was motioned to close; accepted by Gary Kulhan and 2nd by David Cozzi  

 

A special thanks to the Bedford Park Public Library for the use of the facility. 
 

 

 

 

 

Minutes kw/GK/JL 11/29/2019 


